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Abstract

This research article aims to (1) study the development of term limits of Chief Executives of Local
Government and (2) study the guidelines for limiting term limits of Chief Executives of Local Government.
The research uses qualitative methods, namely the study of documents related to the term limits of Chief
Executives of Local Government and the analysis of personal communications with 5 key informants from
purposive sampling. Data was analyzed using content analysis techniques. The research results found that
(1) the development of term limits of Chief Executives of Local Government includes: (1.1) The term limits
of mayors was first introduced in 2000 and was in effect for 9 years before being amended back to unlimited
term limits in 2009, which was in effect for another 10 years, and in 2019 it was amended to limit term limits
to no more than 2 consecutive terms, which has been in effect until the present. (1.2) The term limits of
Chief Executives of Sub-district Administrative Organizations and Chief Executives of Provincial Administra-
tive Organizations. It was first introduced in 2003 and was in effect for 6 years before being amended back
to no term limit in 2009, which was in effect for another 10 years, and in 2019 it was amended to limit the
term of office to no more than 2 consecutive terms, which has been in effect until the present. (2) The
guidelines for the term limits of chief executives of local government in the context of Thai politics which is
tied to the patronage system and political networks between the local and national levels still need to limit
the term of chief executives of local government to no more than 2 consecutive terms in order to provide
checks and balances, reduce the monopolization of political power which will lead to corruption, and open

up opportunities for people with knowledge, ability and new ideas to participate more in administration.
Keywords: Term Limits; Chief Executive of Local Government; Local Government
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