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Abstract

This qualitative study aims to (1) analyze and compare the similarities and differences between Nuwa
in Chinese culture and the Naga in Thai beliefs, including their associated rituals, and (2) examine the roles
of Niwa and the Naga in Chinese and Thai mythology. The study applies the functional theory of folklore
in society and collects data through in-depth interviews with three experts. The data were analyzed using
descriptive interpretation.

The findings indicate that both Niwa and the Naga serve as spiritual anchors and reflect beliefs
related to prosperity, though their origins and functions differ. Niwa emerged from human fear of natural
disasters and the need to sustain the human population in the absence of advanced medical knowledge.
She is considered the creator of humankind and the restorer of the world, which led to rituals venerating
her. In contrast, the Naga arose from human concerns about drought and moral uncertainty, serving as a
bringer of water and a spiritual mediator guiding humans toward Buddhist teachings and nirvana. This belief
gave rise to rituals such as the Bun Bang Fai Festival, Naga ordination ceremonies, and worship of Phaya
Si Satthanak, emphasizing agricultural prosperity. The study also reveals that in mythology, Ntwa functions
as a source of psychological and communal stability, while the Naga serves as a spiritual link connecting Bud-
dhism, community, and faith, also promoting prosperity. Both figures play crucial roles in helping humans cope

with uncontrollable natural and social forces, while preserving cultural beliefs, values, and communal identity.
Keywords: Nuwa; Naga; Beliefs
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