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Abstract

The objectives of this qualitative study were to examine problems regarding the
imposing of administrative fines in Thailand, in comparison with those of the Federal
Republic of Germany, the French Republic, and the Commonwealth of Australia, and
consequently to determine a suitable method for the prescription of administrative fines
in the economic context of Thailand. The study was conducted via a literary review of
relevant textbooks, articles, journals, and law, as well as consideration of news and information
available only on the Internet and electronic media. The literature search included both
Thai and foreign languages.

The study found several problems regarding the imposing of administrative fines in
Thailand, such that they are ineffective in deterring people from wrongdoing:

1. The level of fines is inconsistent with the country's socioeconomic conditions, as the
majority of fines have remained the same since the legislation was introduced many years ago.

2. There is no consideration of the economic standing or income of the offenders,
preventing fines from being efficiently imposed on offenders who are financially “better-off”,
resulting in high numbers of repeat-offenders.

3. The low rates of fines are disproportionate to the gravity of the corresponding offenses.

4. There is consideration of equality in the imposition of fines.

Therefore, it is proposed that an appropriate measure in determining the level of
administrative fines, consistent with the current situations, is to allocate the fine in terms of

“units” calculated from last year’s average gold price.

Keywords: Fine; Unit; Gold Price
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