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Abstract

The objectives of this mixed method research were (1) to study and compare
the management of temple property based on integration, and (2) to investigate and
subsequently provide recommendations on the problems and hindrances regarding the
management of temples in Bang Muang subdistrict, Bang Yai district, Nonthaburi province.
The quantitative part of the research was conducted using a questionnaire, while qualitative
data were also collected via means of an in-depth interview with key informants. The results
indicated that:

1. Overall, the temples under study manasged their property based on integration
at a high level. Individual areas of management were ranked by respondents and
interviewees from high to low in the following order: property management in accordance
with the law, supervision of the temple affairs by managing agents, and management of the

temples with residential monks.
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2. Comparisons of the opinions of the respondents and interviewees, with reference
to the property management of the temples revealed the following: Monks with differ-
ent ages and monkhood tenures did not differ in their opinions, whereas those with differences
in Dhamma studies, levels of formal education, and ecclesiastical positions did show
differences at a 0.05 level of significance.

3. Problems involving property management, ranked from most to least, were as
follows: lack of cooperation between local monks and temple goers, differences in attitudes
between the monks and the people in the community, and different interpretations of
related laws by ecclesiastical official monks, resulting in mismanagement of temple
matters. Moreover, it was also found that the management of religious property was
mainly concerned with Sangha laws and regulations. Temple-wardens or related authorized
individuals actually did most of the work related to management of temple property.

4. Recommendations from the study with regard to the delegation of supervisory
functions, depended largely on the personal conduct of the people in the temple
compound. If they were too difficult to handle, the wardens would let the system take
over. It is also suggested that the process of establishing the temple development requires
kindness and leniency, with the aim of maintaining orderliness and peacefulness in the

temple.
Keywords: Temple Property Management; Integration; Law
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