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Abstract

The objective of this article is to study the Ethnic inequality in “Sapphusa”, the
Novel written by Pongsakorn, and the status and the role of actor/actress performing in the
novel. The result of this reveals that the problem occurs from an Ethnic inequality between
Thai-Lao, the differences between groups of people with different cultural backgrounds.
There are six elements that cause the ethnic inequality. Six of which are (1) a political
conflict between Thai-Lao at the early Ratanakosin Period, (2) a negative belief of Thai
towards Lao people, (3) a social discrimination to Lao people, (4) an exclusion to Lao
people, (5) the Thai above Lao cultural aspect and (6) an inequity of incomes and assets
between Thai and Lao people. The six elements reveal the differences between Thai-Lao
as well as that Lao being insulted by Thai people. It clearly indicates that, in the past, the
ethnic inequality between Thai-Lao had come to light. At the present, there still remains an
ethnic inequality between Thai and Lao, similar to the past, although it is slightly declined.
Furthermore from the study of the status and role of character in this novel, it is founded
that both actor and actress have impacted upon families and societies. The impact on
families, on the one hand is that the son would have to obey and comply with his parent
command.The impact on societies, on the other hand, reveals that because the actor/
actress has a conflict in his/her role while performing, therefore unsuccessfulness as well as

social-unexceptional have resulted to the actor/actress.
Keywords: Inequality; Ethnic; Role
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