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Abstract

The promulgation of the Amendment to the Civil and Commercial Code (No. 24), B.E. 2567 (2024),
known as the “Marriage Equality Act,” on January 23, 2025, represents a significant milestone in the development
of Thai law and the advancement of human rights in the ASEAN region. The recognition of marriage
rights for individuals of all genders not only reflects legal progress but also underscores the outcomes of
long-standing social movements, the construction of human rights—based interpretive frameworks, and the
use of law as a mechanism for structural social transformation.

This article analyzes the implementation of the Marriage Equality Act in Thailand through three
conceptual frameworks: (1) human rights, which emphasize equality and human dignity; (2) social movements,
which explain the mobilization of resources and the use of political opportunities to exert policy pressure;
and (3) legal mobilization, which highlights how law can function simultaneously as both the outcome and
the instrument of social change.

The findings indicate that Thailand’s Marriage Equality Act has generated wide-ranging impacts
in legal, social, and human rights dimensions by extending rights to same-sex couples in areas such as
inheritance, adoption, medical decision-making, and welfare benefits. It has also elevated Thailand’s
position as a regional leader in human rights. Nevertheless, challenges persist, including legal limitations—such
as the recognition of gender identity for transgender individuals and access to assisted reproductive

technologies—as well as the diverse social attitudes and beliefs within Thai society.
Keywords: Marriage Equality Act; Equality; Same-Sex Marriage
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