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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate characteristics of adaptation and factors affecting adaptation of
farmers when confronting a decline in rubber prices. A questionnaire was used for data collection. The
sample in the study was 400 farmers who were or had been owners of rubber plantations in Chumphon.
Farmers were divided into 3 groups, those who did not reduce rubber cultivation, those who reduced rubber
cultivation, and those who stopped doing rubber plantations. Data are analyzed using descriptive statistics and
multinomial logistic regression.The study results indicated that for short-term adaptation, farmers minimized
costs of production, improved productivity, improved production model, and adapted themselves to other
aspects by reducing expenses and seeking new sources of income. With regard to long-term adaptation,
most farmers chose to expand cultivation of other plants and reduce areas or rubber cultivation and some
farmers stopped rubber cultivation. Farmers turned to plant durians and palms instead of rubber trees, and
increased diversity in rubber plantations.

The study on factors affecting farmers’ adaptation revealed that experience, being a member of a
cooperative, areas of rubber cultivation, having rubber trees not older than 20 years, having rubber trees
older than 20 years, and growing other plants together with rubber trees, sources of water, a shortage of
worker, lower yield from rubber trees, plant diseases, income compensation, income guarantee, rubber
price, rubber wood price, prices of other agricultural products had an influence with statistical significance

on farmers’ adaptation.
Keywords: Farmers’ Adaptation; Rubber Price Decline; Stop Doing Rubber Plantation
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