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Abstract:

Poetry for life is a type of poetry related to the phrase “art for life”. Its outstanding feature is the
exposure of life’s wretchedness in society to make members of the general public acknowledge it and to
provoke people to fight for better goals in life.

Rawi Domphrachan is the pen name of Yutthaphong Phurisamban, who is a student and progressive
intellectual. He is categorized as belonging to the second era of the poets for life group which is named the
era of art for life, art for the people. This era was the period from October 14, 1973 to October 6, 1976. His
poetry for life presents reflections of the society and economy in the said era. It unfolds the sufferings of

the labor class and the poor people. The labor class or laborers are an important force in the concept of
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socialism which will change society to be free from exploitation and oppression. Language in the contents
of the poetry is in the form of a comparison as well as a straightforward statement depicting the wickedness
of capitalism. It stimulates struggles between classes. Some pieces of poetry encourage people to stand up
and fight for revolution based on the socialism approach.

The study of the poetry for life of Rawi Domphrachan which reflects the concepts of socialism is
not only the study of the aesthetics of the language with external and internal rhymes or for pleasure.

Poetry for life can be studied in the aspects of social, economic, and political reflections as well.
Keywords: Socialism; Poetry for Life; For Life
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